Misplaced peripherally inserted central catheter: an unusual cause of stroke.
Stroke in pediatric patients occurs with a frequency of 3 to 8 per 100,000. The postevent evaluation attempts to identify the etiology of ischemia whether anatomic, hematologic, or embolic, with the intention of preventing future events. We present the case of a previously healthy male who developed unilateral facial and extremity weakness 2 weeks after receiving an appendectomy. Once the usual etiologies of stroke in pediatric patients were excluded, an evaluation of the peripheral venous catheter (placed for postoperative antibiotic delivery) demonstrated arterial misplacement. This article presents the first reported case of such an occurrence in the literature and exhibits the need to pursue all avenues of evaluation if the etiology of a pediatric stroke is not initially identified.